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Abstract:

How does diversity intertwine along a pathway as a 
researcher, teacher, public intellectual, presidential advisor, 
husband, and father (along with 11D supergravity)?    
This will be recounted by our speaker.

About the speaker:

Sylvester James “Jim” Gates, Jr. is a theoretical physicist. In 
2017, Gates retired from the University of Maryland and 
Gates is currently the Brown Theoretical Physics Center 
Director, Ford Foundation Professor of Physics, an Affiliate 
Mathematics Professor, and a Faculty Fellow, Watson 
Institute for International Studies & Public Affairs at Brown 
University. While at the University of Maryland, College 
Park, Gates was a University System Regents Professor, the 
John S. Toll Professor of Physics, the Director of the String 
and Particle Theory Center, and Affiliate Professor of 
Mathematics. Gates served on the U.S. President’s Council 
of Advisors on Science and Technology, contemporaneously 
on the Maryland State Board of Education from 2009-2016, 
and the National Commission on Forensic Science from 
2013-2016.




